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2018 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RESOLUTION PROPOSAL 
 

 

 

Resolution to CRC General Assembly 2018 

Submitted by CRC/JPIC Ontario Network 

 

In the light of the Gospel, our Congregational charisms, and the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission’s ninety-four Calls to Action, members of CRC/JPIC Ontario Network ask the 

CRC Leadership to commit to advancing the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Report. 

We ask the CRC Executive Leadership to adopt this resolution at the CRC National 

Assembly in May 2018. 

Members of the CRC/JPIC Ontario Network are more willing to collaborate with CRC 

Leadership in the development of an action plan. 
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CALLS TO ACTION 

#46-48-49-58-59-60-61-73-74-75-76 
 

 

 

46. We call upon the parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement to 

develop and sign a Covenant of Reconciliation that would identify principles for working 

collaboratively to advance reconciliation in Canadian society, and that would include, but 

not be limited to: 

 

i. Reaffirmation of the parties’ commitment to reconciliation. 

ii. Repudiation of concepts used to justify European sovereignty over Indigenous lands 

and peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, and the reformation 

of laws, governance structures, and policies within their respective institutions that 

continue to rely on such concepts. 

iii. Full adoption and implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation. 

iv. Support for the renewal or establishment of Treaty relationships based on principles 

of mutual recognition, mutual respect, and shared responsibility for maintaining 

those relationships into the future. 

v. Enabling those excluded from the Settlement Agreement to sign onto the Covenant 

of Reconciliation. 

vi. Enabling additional parties to sign onto the Covenant of Reconciliation. 

 

48. We call upon the church parties to the Settlement Agreement, and all other faith groups 

and interfaith social justice groups in Canada who have not already done so, to formally 

adopt and comply with the principles, norms, and standards of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for reconciliation. This 

would include, but not be limited to, the following commitments: 

 

i. Ensuring that their institutions, policies, programs, and practices comply with the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

ii. Respecting Indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination in spiritual matters, 

including the right to practise, develop, and teach their own spiritual and religious 



2 

traditions, customs, and ceremonies, consistent with Article 12:1 of the United 

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

iii. Engaging in ongoing public dialogue and actions to support the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

iv. Issuing a statement no later than March 31, 2016, from all religious denominations 

and faith groups, as to how they will implement the United Nations Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

 

49. We call upon all religious denominations and faith groups who have not already done so 

to repudiate concepts used to justify European sovereignty over Indigenous lands and 

peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius. 

 

58. We call upon the Pope to issue an apology to Survivors, their families, and communities 

for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in the spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and 

sexual abuse of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis children in Catholic-run residential schools. 

We call for that apology to be similar to the 2010 apology issued to Irish victims of abuse 

and to occur within one year of the issuing of this Report and to be delivered by the Pope 

in Canada.  

 

59. We call upon church parties to the Settlement Agreement to develop ongoing education 

strategies to ensure that their respective congregations learn about their church’s role in 

colonization, the history and legacy of residential schools, and why apologies to former 

residential school students, their families, and communities were necessary.  

 

60. We call upon leaders of the church parties to the Settlement Agreement and all other 

faiths, in collaboration with Indigenous spiritual leaders, Survivors, schools of theology, 

seminaries, and other religious training centres, to develop and teach curriculum for all 

student clergy, and all clergy and staff who work in Aboriginal communities, on the need 

to respect Indigenous spirituality in its own right, the history and legacy of residential 

schools and the roles of the church parties in that system, the history and legacy of 

religious conflict in Aboriginal families and communities, and the responsibility that 

churches have to mitigate such conflicts and prevent spiritual violence. 

 

61. We call upon church parties to the Settlement Agreement, in collaboration with Survivors 

and representatives of Aboriginal organizations, to establish permanent funding to 

Aboriginal people for:  

 

i. Community-controlled healing and reconciliation projects.  
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ii. Community-controlled culture- and language revitalization projects.  

iii. Community-controlled education and relationship building projects.   

iv. Regional dialogues for Indigenous spiritual leaders and youth to discuss Indigenous 

spirituality, self-determination, and reconciliation. 

 

73. We call upon the federal government to work with churches, Aboriginal communities, and 

former residential school students to establish and maintain an online registry of 

residential school cemeteries, including, where possible, plot maps showing the location 

of deceased residential school children.  

 

74. We call upon the federal government to work with the churches and Aboriginal 

community leaders to inform the families of children who died at residential schools of 

the child’s burial location, and to respond to families’ wishes for appropriate 

commemoration ceremonies and markers, and reburial in home communities where 

requested. 

 

75. We call upon the federal government to work with provincial, territorial, and municipal 

governments, churches, Aboriginal communities, former residential school students, and 

current landowners to develop and implement strategies and procedures for the ongoing 

identification, documentation, maintenance, commemoration, and protection of 

residential school cemeteries or other sites at which residential school children were 

buried. This is to include the provision of appropriate memorial ceremonies and 

commemorative markers to honour the deceased children.  

 

76. We call upon the parties engaged in the work of documenting, maintaining, 

commemorating, and protecting residential school cemeteries to adopt strategies in 

accordance with the following principles:  

 

i. The Aboriginal community most affected shall lead the development of such 

strategies.  

ii. Information shall be sought from residential school Survivors and other Knowledge 

Keepers in the development of such strategies.  

iii. Aboriginal protocols shall be respected before any potentially invasive technical 

inspection and investigation of a cemetery site. 


